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Avoiding Plagiarism

WHAT IS PLAGIARISM?

Plagiarism is a scary word, but it doesn’t necessarily mean that you cheated, or had bad intentions 
when you plagiarized. Plagiarism in academics relates both to the end result (taking credit for 
someone else’s work) and the way the other person’s work is acknowledged (proper quotations, 
citations, and references). Grace’s Academic Integrity & Plagiarism policy distinguishes between 
outright plagiarism, component of plagiarism, and self-plagiarism, all of which constitute a 
breach of ethics.

OUTRIGHT PLAGIARISM

Outright plagiarism is using someone else’s work as your own. Examples include copy/pasting 
someone else’s words into your own paper as if you wrote them without using quotation marks and 
a proper citation; buying a commercial paper from someone else and passing it off as your own; and 
having a loved one or friend write your paper for you because they’re better at writing or know more 
about a subject, etc. 

COMPONENT OF PLAGIARISM

This tends to be where most students struggle. “Components of plagiarism” is not cheating, but 
it is still plagiarism. To avoid plagiarism, another person’s work must have three components in a 
student’s paper: 

1. a properly formatted quotation or complete paraphrase

2. a citation in the text

3. a reference list entry

SELF-PLAGIARISM

Most students when they’re starting out in school don’t even know this is a thing, but it is. Self-
plagiarism is using pieces of your own work, or whole papers, over again in your own assignments. 
There are two major problems with this: 

• Each assignment should be done individually with its own original thought process and 
research, even if the two assignments are very similar. 

• For academic purposes, you are not considered an expert. Using your own material as research 
sources should be avoided. 

Additionally, you must have prior permission from your instructor before re-using any of your work. 
Most professors are not willing to grant this permission, and the effort involved in requesting it may 
be more than simply doing the assignment from scratch.

Works consulted: Dr. Tim Rumley and the Grace Christian University Student Handbook



TO SUM UP

Do your own work; cite and reference all your research sources, after using the appropriate quotation 
or paraphrase; and don’t reuse any of your past work. 

FURTHER RESOURCES

For more information on academic writing, citations, and references, visit The Writing Center Online.

Works consulted: Dr. Tim Rumley and the Grace Christian University Student Handbook

https://gracechristian.libguides.com/c.php?g=1063162

